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infirmities, his decease cannot be very remote2 yet as such an event in the
present juncture of affairs would occasion much confusion through the pro-
vinces, we must earnestly hope for his recovery.

We are with the greatest respect,

Hon'ble Sirs,
Your most faithful and

Fort William,                                                 obedient humble servants,

the 6th February 1765.                         J.  Spencer   /  C.  S.  Playdell   ?  Ralph

[Per Vansittart]                                              Leicester / John Burdett.
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LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1765
Representation of Mr, Spencer against supersession by Air. Simmer,
JL O the Hon'ble Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of
England trading to the East Indies.
Hon'ble Sirs,
[L] As I have already addressed myself to you jointly with the gentlemen
of Council in relation to the affairs of this Presidency, I shall here confine my-
self to the representation that I think it necessary to make to you in conse-
quence of the arrangement of your affairs in your orders of the 1st June, lately
received by the Lapwing. Sorry am I to have occasion so to do as they respect
myself, having till lately an entire confidence that near twenty four years of
faithful services to the Hon'ble Company would have secured me from the
disagreable circumstances that have attended me since my removal hither in
consequence of your directions to Bombay by the Speaker.
[2.] Those orders found me at Bombay in the management of an extensive
commerce ; however, I hesitated not a moment to relinquish rny prospects and
advantages there, though by my so doing, the manner in which I was obliged
to finish my concerns at so short a warning as I had, did much prejudice my
fortune. At the same tune we had at Bombay such accounts of the desperate
situation of your affairs here, that after the honor you had done me by such
a confidential appointment, I can with truth assert those accounts were with
me an additional inducement to proceed hither without delay, and at all
hazards, thinking I ought to sacrifice everything to the confidence that was
reposed in me by your said commands.
[3.] Your own registers here shew that I arrived at this place in May, and
from that time to Mr. Vansittart's departure, the end of November, I reaped
no advantage from any office in your service, dedicating my whole time to